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For the uninitiated, Tom Dowd might be just one of those names on the
back of the album that support a star's recorded performance. But within
the music industry—and to some attentive listeners—this master produc-
er/recording engineer is the consistent element linking the work of an
astounding array of musical talent over the last half century. Mark
Moormann's exuberant documentary Tom Dowd & the Language of
Music reveals and celebrates both the man behind the music and the
music itself as a universal language.

The film follows Dowd from his initial interest in physics—as a 16-year-
old he worked with scientists at Columbia University on what became the
Manhattan Project—to his entry into the recording industry, long involve-
ment with Atlantic Records, and subsequent years with Miami's Criteria
Studios, emphasizing the music and artists he worked with and shep-
herded through numerous seminal recordings. The talent list is mind-
boggling: John Coltrane, Dizzy Gillespie, Thelonius Monk, Bobby Darin,
The Drifters, Aretha Franklin, Ray Charles, Dusty Springfield, Booker T. &
the MG's, Cream, the Allman Brothers Band, Eric Clapton. Director
Moormann communicates the excitement of being "present at the cre-
ation" through a seamless blend of interviews, performance clips, studio
archival footage embellished with subtle reenactment, and the constant
warm and lively presence of Dowd telling his story. Much of the joy of
watching this film is witnessing the creative fulfillment of a man who very
much realized his own good fortune at his role in music history.


